IN THE SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE OF JAMAICA
CONSTITUTIONAL DIVISION
CLAIM NO. _______________________

BETWEEN
[NAME OF APPLICANT]
APPLICANT
AND
1. THE PRIME MINISTER OF JAMAICA
2. THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND THE PUBLIC SERVICE
3. THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF JAMAICA
RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT OF THE APPLICANT
I, The Applicant, [FULL NAME OF APPLICANT], of [ADDRESS], [PARISH], Jamaica, MAKE OATH AND SAY AS FOLLOWS:

A. INTRODUCTION AND STANDING
1. I am the Applicant in these proceedings and I make this affidavit in support of my Constitutional Claim under Section 19 of the Constitution of Jamaica (Jamaica (Constitution) Order In Council 1962).

2. I dwell (reside) in one of the communities severely impacted by Hurricane Melissa, and I have suffered:
a) loss of my home,
b) destruction of personal property,
c) loss of essential documents,
d) displacement,
e) lack of adequate food, water, sanitation, and medical assistance,
f) exposure to degrading living conditions
g) and continuing hardship due to the Government’s inaction.

3. I make this affidavit from personal knowledge, save where matters are stated on information and belief, and where so stated I believe the same to be true.

B. THE IMPACT OF HURRICANE MELISSA ON MY LIFE
4. Hurricane Melissa caused catastrophic destruction to my home, community, livelihood, and basic living conditions.

5. My home was destroyed or rendered uninhabitable. Many neighbours completely lost their structures and dwellings.

6. In the days following the hurricane, I had no access to:
a) clean water,
b) electricity,
c) sanitation facilities,
d) medical support,
e) or shelter.

7. For several days after the hurricane, no meaningful Government assistance reached my community. Residents were forced to drink river or contaminated water, sleep in vehicles, or occupy damaged structures.

8. At the date of this affidavit, relief remains insufficient, sporadic, and fails to meet the minimum humanitarian standards required in a national disaster.

C. FAILURE OF THE GOVERNMENT TO DEPLOY PROMISED AID
9. Prior to the hurricane, the Government publicly represented that relief warehouses were “fully stocked and pre-positioned” for immediate deployment.

10. Despite this representation, the Government failed to rapidly deploy:
a) food packages,
b) hygiene supplies,
c) water,
d) medical aid,
e) personnel,
f) shelter solutions,
g) or structural relief teams.

11. More than 30 days after the disaster, many communities—including mine—received only minimal support, often only enough food and water for a few days.

12. Exhibits filed with the motion show:
a) residents begging for assistance,
b) communities without water or food for extended periods,
c) homes still devastated,
d) and entire areas without any rebuilding assistance.

D. EVIDENCE OF UNDISBURSED RELIEF FUNDS
13. The Jamaica Gleaner article included as Exhibit 1 confirms that:
a) Over US$1.68 million and J$635 million in relief funds,
none of which had been spent by the Government at the time of reporting.

14. These funds include:
a) direct foreign government donations,
b) NGO contributions,
c) private-sector donations,
d) international agency grants,
e) relief funds through CERF, UNDP, Red Cross, etc.

15. To my knowledge and belief, these funds have still not been fully deployed to affected communities.

E. FAILURE TO ACTIVATE THE CONTINGENCIES FUND AND ISSUE SECTION 117 WARRANTS
16. Section 116 of the Constitution establishes a Contingencies Fund to be used “to defray urgent and unforeseen expenditure.”

17. To the best of my knowledge, information, and belief, the Government has not activated the Contingencies Fund in response to Hurricane Melissa.

18. Section 117 requires that expenditures from the Consolidated Fund be issued only by warrant signed by the Minister of Finance.

19. I am not aware of any public warrant, Gazette publication, or Parliamentary report indicating that any such warrant was issued to deploy relief funds or authorize emergency expenditure.

20. The Government’s failure to use these constitutional mechanisms has prevented communities from receiving timely and lawful relief.



F. GOVERNMENT CONTRADICTIONS REGARDING DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS
21. The Ministry publicly stated that no documentation was required for relief (Exhibit: 09. Gleaner “Gov’t dismisses rumours…”).

22. This is false.

23. The National Housing Trust (NHT) states in its official “Recover” document that persons must provide:
a) proof of property ownership,
b) contributor information,
c) insurance documentation,
d) evidence of structural damage.
(Exhibit: NHT “Recover” page, p.4)

24. These requirements are impossible for many including myself, because:
a) documents were destroyed,
b) offices are inaccessible,
c) many persons live on family land,
d) many never had registered titles.

25. Thus, Government policy contradicts its own public statements and excludes those most in need.

G. FAMILY LAND AND THE LACK OF CONSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR TITLED OWNERSHIP
26. I state that:
a) land registration is not a constitutional requirement,
b) Jamaica’s Constitution does not require a land title to exist before one may receive relief,
c) and family land, representing a large portion of Jamaican property, is constitutionally protected even without registered title.

27. It is oppressive, discriminatory, and irrational for the Government to make title-based documentation a requirement for receiving disaster relief.

28. This requirement violates:
a) protection of life (13(3)(a)),
b) humane treatment (13(3)(r)),
c) protection of property (13(3)(j)),
d) right to receive information (13(3)(c)).

H. DELAYED AND INADEQUATE HUMANITARIAN AND STRUCTURAL AID
29. Communities remain:
a) without habitable structures,
b) without sufficient food or water,
c) without sanitation,
d) without medical assistance,
e) and without building materials.

30. Government announcements of “5,000 prefab houses” were later clarified as houses for sale, not emergency shelters (Exhibits 7 and 8).

31. This constitutes a commercial product, not humanitarian relief.

I. INTERNATIONAL AID NOT PROPERLY DEPLOYED
32. Multiple countries and NGOs provided:
a) funds,
b) food,
c) vehicles,
d) medical supplies,
e) personnel,
f) construction materials.

33. Exhibits show much of this aid:
a) remains in warehouses,
b) has been drip-released in inadequate quantities,
c) or has not reached impacted residents.

J. IMPOSSIBLE IMPORT DEADLINES AND RESTRICTIVE RELIEF MEASURES
34. Jamaica Customs imposed a relief window expiring December 31, 2025.

35. This short deadline prevented many individuals—including myself and diaspora supporters—from sending effective aid.



K. OPINION ON DELIBERATE OR RECKLESS OMISSION
36. Considering:
a) the Prime Minister’s prior announcement of redevelopment of the affected region,
b) slow relief deployment,
c) warehousing of supplies,
d) contradictory documentation requirements,
e) unspent relief funds,
f) sale of prefab houses,
g) and failure to activate Sections 116 and 117,
I believe and verily state that the Respondents’ omissions appear deliberate, reckless, or designed to produce displacement, and have caused ongoing constitutional harm.

L. CONTINUING HARDSHIP
37. I remain:
a) displaced,
b) without adequate shelter,
c) at risk of illness,
d) without structural rebuilding assistance,
e) and living in degrading conditions.

38. The Government’s failure is ongoing and continues to endanger my health, safety, and dignity.

M. I RELY ON THE EXHIBITS REFERENCED IN THE CLAIM
39. I rely on Exhibits 1 through 12, filed with the Constitutional Motion and incorporated herein as part of my affidavit evidence.

N. RELIEF SOUGHT
40. I respectfully ask this Honourable Court to grant the declarations, mandatory orders, structural relief, and damages outlined in the Constitutional Motion.



O. STATEMENT OF TRUTH
I believe that the facts stated in this affidavit are true.



[bookmark: _Hlk215241363]SWORN TO AT
123 Saint Elizabeth Place, ST. Elizabet, Jamaica
THIS ____ DAY OF ________________ 2025

______________________________
[NAME OF APPLICANT]
Deponent

BEFORE:

_____________________________________________
Justice of the Peace / Attorney-at-Law
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